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Prior to examination, please amend the above-referenced patent application as follows: 
In the Claims 

Please add the following new claims 76-80: 

—76. (New) A process for preparing venlafaxine hydrochloride^fjOHirf'comprising the steps of: 

a) preparing a mixture of venlafajyiie^iHsOpropa and 

b) exposing ttje-flfrfXfiJein gaseous hydrochloric acid at pH 7. 

(New) The process according to claim 7^^herein the exposing step is carried out at about 
20^C. 



78, (New) The process according to claim 76,^mrther comprising the step of crystallizing 
venlafaxine hydrochloride Form I by heating followed by cooling the mixture. 

79. (New) The process according to claim 78rwherein the mixture is heated to form a clear 
solution. 
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^0. (New) The process according to claim 7i&r wherein the mixture is cooled gradually to about lO^C— 



Support for these new claims can be found in the specification; for example, p. 17, lines 19-25 
(example 16). 



Dated: Jo) 



Respectfully submitted. 
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